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Royal flash

Lmdmsﬂﬂ}'df 15 ligheing up its dark
spaces with Pﬂjr' ming and pole-dancing
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Anum im an wnimsed corner of

& Burlingeon Gardens, at the hack of che

Reryal Acsdemy af Arein Mayfale, London,

restaurseur Pablo Flack is orying o
expluin baorw this wast, austens reom
will soon accoemmindare his radical rake
an that most mpderr of megropolicen
hang-ouwis, the mixsem restawrant, Flack
and hés pameer David Waddingten - the
ereapars of Blsrrocheque, way castof here
in Beghngl Green, ard of 2006 muoch-
pubilicised amd somewhar over-ambitons
pop-up satery, The Relndeer - are
planning a second semporary exercise in
dlnlng '|l:.|ﬁ|||:|'||,=_"I"I1|:;||I mullhng |g Flagh.,
Flash's ﬂn-da} rﬁi.di:m:].' will ool de
with GSK Comem porary, the Royal
Academny's Insugurs] szason of shows by
new gnd emerging srists including Rend
Pallesch, Olaf Micolsl and Catherine
Sallivan, The show debuts 5 Qceober,
with Flash c-p:ﬂlng thie Fn'lln'llng d:ilg.'.
“Bismrotheque seemed 1ike che olwlous
parimer. They'd dane the pop-op thing
with The Relndesr, they're in the heart

of the East End, and they underseand
cancemparary am and how it funcrions,”
gaps David Thoep, the GSK Contemposary
curanor, well regarded fior Bis plonessing
work with PS5 bn Bew Yook gnd Plaform
Chile s 'H.:IJin.g.‘Fn:.m every poln of
wiew thiey were ideal collsborumes.”

The partnershdp wich the B & o hgge
e wpand owt of egst London for Flack
and Waddimgron. Flack, a reedy 35, was
barn | Yorkshiee and originglly came 1o
Landan v snsdy ar the Loados Schood of
Economles, before crearing the Howseof
Juzz fashion label with designer Hazel
Rohinson. He then pannered with fellog
Yorkshireman Widdinguom w ks over
the Brichlayers Arms pub in Shoredlch,
Wad dinguan, 47, alse has 2 background in
fashbon, 45 & Cengesl 51 Mering” ‘malned
mengwear designer,

T phe Brichdayers Arens, the palr
crested & play den for the nascen Eas
Erd fashion-grr nesens, In Bismoshegue,
opened in 2004, they would provide
a dining room and cabarer for a seene

ANTT MEALE

R s Devid
Wenichrgion [ ef and
Pt Flach (righ] i the
wmca that wil beccms
thesir Sonseq pepup
restmurant, Flash, inthe
Rewil Acadary of AT
Maytei remicence,
part ol e A&'S reew
semnon nf sxhibitions,
G, ComMimperary

growing wpand gening big ideas. 1rsoon
EBerame 2 rallying pedng for the Fast End's
mesw creative eline, o selecy squad of whom
Flack and Waddingion have recralved m
realise thelr vistan for Flesh.

Wi bought them all rogether for
& preview Ted party in the space they Tl
soon |nwade, Today's sssaremens of
deskgners, arclees and [Husraors come
chiefly from east Landon. There’s former
Brizish Fushiom Designer of the Yesr Gilsy
Deacon, who's dzsigning the regeaorune's
chendelizr, T've rmade them gt bhome with
Bies of wire,"he saya. ' quie liloe doing
ehaerm a4 ndee gify for friends” Chef Tom
Coflins has been sent off o changs Imna
his wark cloghes; fashion fllustraror will
Brocene sits quledy bn che hallway, his
dmul.ngi. Farniliar from Bis work with
Marc by Marc Jacohs as well as 2 Topshap
capsule collecxion - now adarn the
signarure Wedgwood Whine colbczicn
phuar will be psed ag Flask,

Miusaratar and pextile desipres Rory
Crichson, whaose diens include Frada, »

walpaper



Gueel and Leals Volreom, expluing hew
his comeribaton oo the space will lavalve
deplaions of cutlery-wielding pompuses
and cabbage eabibitg, What's & cabbage
rabide? ‘A rebbis wich & cabfage fora
dress,) he saps plainly, Someching dafi -
some duft surveal imapes, like T neqmally
do with Giles”

Fulham resident Brooee |5 the anly
non-Eist Endes. ‘Peopls always thisnk1
liwe In a wigwem n Hozeon, bat 1 doa’,’

b saya T do g eo ezt London, bus |wesc w
soirt of luagh a people and polnt at g,

Flash's infiliracion of the RA - the
most venershle of s crgandsabons — s
Insome ways Just che larest display of
epsr-west creative dévemte and made I
Landan. Mayfair galleries have, of course,
bong shown the work of east Landoners
(a5t Lomdon bs Earope's most significant
artisslc gheo of long standing], bar
fiovar years g the wrnival of Comme des
Gargons funder Rl Kawalkubo’s Dover
Sapest Market, the sbe-svorsy celebration
of the new snd che nexe, heralded a
revivificurion for Mayfalr, irondcally an
Inzake of invigoraing ar firom the grimy,
by ever s fashdonable, Easy End.

The crzativs cogruscen fallowed
#ix, with Mure Jacobs sening up shop
In meewrhy Moane Sereet in 200, Afeer
decaenping o Hoxron bn 2000, White
Cube rerurmed wo the area sk pears luger,
with Jay Jopling apening & new space in
Masoes Yard [Whive Cube now has rwo
kconde galleries in the pwin poles of che
Landan g seene], Mayfalr (s hilp apain.

#And in 3 way thit ir never has heen before,

This grr-mdmded adwance on the cley’s
nos rasefied spaces b abso ar vhe heary off
Flash. And Flack makes no spologies for
shals e posary, for nen, wesrerard drify.
“We all - whatever aor basiness and siills
and ralenss — want co do it fn Mapiaic he
gays. 'T don't know anyone froe the Eas
End who wants 1 be sock there,”

Imdeed ke sess iras pan of a broader
re-inwigoration of the culral
“earabdishimena’, ‘Tr's why we have Will
drawing on Wedgwood, 1o is the idzaof
heritage subwened by vourh ir's nog cha
we wang 1o da away with the hesitape
Fi jusz want oo keep the quinz cool bis
and st gdd some ather bigs.” Archipes
Thwid Kobn, am ex-asgeciae at Caruss 5t
Jodhin Archicects end mow ranning his cam
operaion, walls che perimezer of Fladd's
planned roomewithin-g-room, which is

demarcated by six slender white colamns,

Vicwerian addizions vo whay was once a
likerary. Flack's roam will be

bardensd by five-merre-high seacks of sry
crases, ppened o reveal works by, among
ohiers, Crichoon, London painger Simon
Popper and srrist Alexis Teplin, formerly
a Raoypal Academy Sarr Fellow

Eauch arvise wis ashed 1o design
a separate laper, from Crichioe's 3

FLESH LIGAT
Abows, Gin Dascon'y gavich o the rassarents

EIAC
i ndeber. sl wil e mads siih peddsl-geeen Baponakl crvenl

Top. Peinck Wil |, Gées Domcon anxd Rory Crickion
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| BEEF BREW
1

| Om thie mesn &t Flash, bt maybs st

| for the ouinary ouriows, is o drink that

| has ony seen the (ight of day within

the hcadery wa'ls. The Boval

Academiciars and the ed Colars

| {tha afficials who hold the vault kerys)

gatrar in Aprl esch yaar for tha rinsl

selsction ol submimsions for the

Iaummmﬂmhnm

| mince 17Egl Cantral io tha ceremany

iiﬂ'ﬁﬂmfﬁu..mhmmm

| and lsced with sharry. Aocording to

1gth-cariury Brivish cookery aracia,

#ra Beeton, beef 1o is o reshoratie

| drievi For Shoss with inflammatory

| diseasss, and is made by boiling a

| pownd of bonelass beef i & quan of

| wabar and a taaspoon of salt, for half

I &n hour, In 1856, whan john Lewson

I Johnston created Boyrl — an instard.

| baef 188 — the drink gained mass

| mppeal. In tha asly doys Napoleon's

| troops drank & by tha soih cantury it

!i-murhuﬂﬂfﬂ'-m

| wand off chiblsing in the smancs. Now

| i has all but died out, but the st

| Londen gastronsats behind Flash ars
bringing it out fram befind the

|mmmﬂm

' up the recips smang the cresm teas
and tha ham hocks, Emma Moors

wakaper*
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acropases w Teplin's birds, wp an cop,
The navarsl elemens refierence the finy
that & Burlingren Gardens was once a
garden, when Burlingron House was firsy
constracyed 1o 4 specalaive stanely home
e a6y, Burlimgron Garders woald be
Tually asop s naenesabe in iz, a5 ang of
the Undversivy of Lendan’s first bulldings,
Eoln says, This reom woald be used & 5
lihrary untll sgoe, when the collectlon wes
trasesfierred 1o Sowth Kenslnguan. From
igrra nntll 1ph, & Burlingron Ganders
served as the home for the Britsh
Museum's Maseuen of Mankind and for
the pass few years & 3 wing of the Rogad
Acsdemy, which has ocooped rhe adjscent
Burlington House since shs,

Flask’s unisual ad hoe design will
register, as Kohn soggests, as an irvevereng
play an the reom's classical aschisecture,
a5 wedl 25 Flack's chesricsl experimenn
buae perhaps ot as an amn insallation, as
i's described In muerials promesing che
resgaurant. T call b a ser, bat cgher peapls
‘have called iz an inszallacion, We're
crearing quive 3 conralled ke weorld,
and In that way Ir's very similar oan
Irstallasion Im o gallerg” saps Flack,

The idea for Flash appesred wo Flack, a5
asot of eplphany, justas his st pop-op
experiment wis winding down, Tt was
the kasy nighy of The Reindeer, and 1
remember walking up the main aksle
T just saw a room in & recan, with 3 big
chardeller, abmosy 1ike & filem ser, &0 you’d
‘walk onen the set, end char wag i Flack

Wallpaper*
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Fas ey aciond up an
mighi-wlarier, mighi-main
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man, wre of which
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AP0 wATH A STuD
L rear e wrh
edii Panrad ol stor
enrgay an g ard
TSR ) Dussdind
a1 hmrerp rra bl

TOM COLLINS WITH A TWIST
Taim Caling, 28, & Faahs soecnive
chef. Afier first warking the kitchan
of Shoseditairs Electricity Showrooms,
urcler the entrepreneurial David
Waddingeon, he maoved in 2004, & the
tender age of 33, o Waddingion and
Flack's new, tao-coa -for-sgnege
backstrest restaurant, Bistrothegqua.
Here Golies has developed 8 Bichask
mading of modam Britsh and oid-
i Franch Bistee, Earier 1his year,
Waddingson and Goling took in a five:
diay tewir af Calilornis's gastranamic
shrines, shudying the Waest Coast's
ksler on Europeass culbrary cassiciam.
‘It's tha art of amploying powarful
Meaecrira with a dalicste touch, and
lmyering high-impact tasies,” seys
Coling When sast Landan am-word
gastroncey moves weat, a mising of
tha bar & to ba mpected. Flash foed
wil ba much mora labowr intonsem,
and aasthatical iy morn nefinad,’
affimes Collins. Luroh and cineses wil
b separsted by an intaruds, whes
tha Josiah Croam Tea, ramed aftar
Josial Wadpwood's chira campany
whizh is colabrating its s5oth
anrivemasny in 2000, wil be sared, on
wams custamisad by Wil Brooma, (s
obnioin Colling inbehds 1o Messuns u
to thea best of the wast. EM

Main couree pRces range from 5o
fa Ezz, wiwahoodiTashnow.oom

aays, T sy of went sround vo everybody
like, *Ir's gedng oo be called Flash.” They
Just chosgh 1 was weally mead.”

When che restaarant bs constnacned,
the art craves will sacline an inceriar
dinimg space; with a makeshiit back-af-
hiuse, Inclading & prep kiechen oo the
cuside Guests will sssenclally walk
thowgh basy prepasacien arsas an chelr
way g bl “The coneepa b chay we've
varmed & restaarant inslde-oue, 8o Fow
kind of e the gurs when you walk in'
Flack saya "People will walk into che
hack-of-houss, whers peophe a5 making
drinks, and there’s 2 prep kivchen — you'Tl
think, *1've obvicnsly wallkad through the
wrong deor”, Flack says. ‘Bus then yen'll
walk eqiva the s, whers the armesphere
is ol by eomoralled. People wea's noaies
i, b vhey T feed & sense af calm,’

“Calmn' was noc the opersrive hyword az
The Relndese, poos’s t3-day wonderland
af sow-covered B orees and (lamieared
log cabims, with Deacon-desipned plaves
anil Chetstmas crackers crested by Pop
magazine edivor Karle Grand, 155 130 55408
were some of the most desirable n
o, even i, Flack sow concedes, the
overwhelming hype fimally did ghe
restanranss few favears, "We ended up
diing 2 low of Chirlsamas pareles and, wo
he homest, chey're mar pleasene,’ e says.
“Theres so many people, and they're
ugzadly drunk snd most pesple don’
even want oo be thers, The whale thing
wag vy Christmas fanzasy - this kind of
wingery Murnk, ruthier than resed
haubizs, Bap we'd he chere wizh s real
wees cowered in snoww, and log cabive and
everything's sglow, and pou’d ger people
golag, “Ic% just not very Chrisomassy ™,
Flagh saya "Fou'd jasy wany o kdll chem”
Lesgons learmed, Flack and Waddingion
have refined the pop-up fermuls for
Flash, which will oifer only abogt 10
places, down from The Reindeer’s jaog
the preas majoricy of tabbes will gear foure
ar fewer, gnd emany will be held back for
laasr-mel e pusses. "We wanted v dody
mach moee for our paneral orowd, whilch
is the ary and fishbon world," Fladk says.
“Wich The Redndaer, everybody had
hooked manghs in advance ba the peophe
youl really wami eo he there - becanse chey
make the restmurant fun - they make
decisions ag slx oclock. We want more of
that sponcaneiry, so when people who sre
drs chee esthibivions come by and ask [fwe
have a able, we can saf yes.’

There seems w he an unorual synergy
herwesn Flsh and the GSK exhibbdons
that will appear arcand the restagrant,
GFK and Flash rogerher represent a racher
forcaful srep ansoe new ground for the
Rayal fcademg “The Flash Baanch party
was unbellevable,' says Kohn, of the June
event thar gelebirared the prajecy *There's
the direcror of the Royal Acadeony, the



head academictan, the grear ard the good

and then mellgj.ps went aur and im
barst four rranmnies singéng Bokemian
Rivapsody, carrying speches. T can't quing
heliewe this is happ-.:nl.ng; |m b= Rinal
Acwdemy - and thar chey're brave enough
w0 eake wha bs cleardy & sk,

I he's ar all aneioes abomr thar risk,
GFE curator Thorp is kiding by well, and
-prnphm:lr.ﬂl thas this is RA-endorsed
reform, niot revolerion, “The RA ks
hased arownd and philosephically run
by arcises,’ b says, “There's a huge cross
secran af whews, bur ﬂhue.:relluln@
arvis, whi are making work now, and
who undeestand che imporeence of sy
and igs Imng. COMIL2TE poary relevanoe”

Thn:lp's iy of the l;ﬁﬂ.'pllcﬂﬁ first
passes by several areas 1o be rakien over by
thi art space TemporEryoanIEmPOrkry,
run hy curstors Artheny Gross and fen
W The gpace will include & shop
Irsallasion by Landan-hased arvisy
Parrick Brill, who works as Bob and
Roberta Smith. “The Bob Shop' will
fezrare bogh his waork and coneribadons
from acher arcises Brill has recrudoed.
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Lo, i B LS SRR e Ly et
Fpariacus Chetwyrel, whewill sahibil b
b ardid oS L By Camibacwel - bassd

o npacs RTINS FEnmismpcEry
Babzw, tha W& GRIE eiraned, David Thens

“Te's gk 1o Beavare art people can bay
thar can cure all (s Brill promises. ‘These
will pange from drawimgs w oups the
cammmen cold i badges apd T-ghdres and
varieas ohjeces toours the workd,” For kis
part, Brill views the GRE programme &5 an
eynlution of earlber BA foesys into
camemporsry &, ke che Infamous
‘sensarion’ show of Charles Sauchl's
calbecvion ln sge *“Sensatioe®, In i

Wiy, was 1 very conservasive show, Brill
elaborares. T chink chis approsches
SOMMEMFLTY ATT in 2 much mese
cniMemporary wiy —this 15 podng m bhe

a plan xrr fumfale, Perhaps they're just

a i chilled ot s

Thorp comelmues on from the
TempOrAryCaniemporery spaces i the
galleries char willl sherw woek Erom che
“Menleen Srates” programms, which will
take mp the firss sly weeks of the
eahibdciom. He's clearly charged by the
prospect af bringing arclses such as
Pallzsch and Kicolal ineo the RA. *Pollesch
is huape: om the cominent, b he's never
showm in the UK, Thoep says, ensrching
throwgh the space where Follesch will
moant & theree-plght, Gesman-languege
wirk thas curs evenly berween an
cupesimental theure plece knd an en
performance. Wieolal’s work will be
installed in a darkened sjcining galbery,
“Iv’s callled *Lomesome Spoc”, and ir's ope
colanun, from foor w celling, wich o Hghe
an I that neaves up and down, Foand and
raumd. Tn's hised om the ides of o pole
duncer, Thorp sags The show's secoad
half, ‘Callisice Conrse’, focases on
apocalypse-themed pleces, with & separme
tribite 1o Willlam Berroughs.

“We've got all these differens people
Inh.uhl:lng.lil these different T thar's
whit Blsreothequee s dodng, rling conrol
of the situation,’ suys Thorp, ending his
o |m frong of the rwe-seorey sralrwel]
whiere Réeny Markonisch's "Onian
ﬂpnﬂnf will ]1i|.|1g; Ini just over
v manthas gime, Lacer chat afierncon
the GRE anmist Lall Cherwend [pes W)

also kniown ks Spamaus - makesa
pr:-:m]uiu:ln:.:ﬂ:nllpﬂ in Uullln@pnn
Gurdens, Inwoling hoch eea parvies and
Helmue Kewton, Chereynd and & Falf-
dozen collaboraroes creare & number of
bl Cherwynd goes naked, bhar s
J'ulr.:thIgh heels, while her cobars
appear Im elaboraie costumes - almaost, bur
nit quite, approgiriees for s formeal
oecasion befining the surroandings, (A
'Ii.|::5|:|.|:h.|:ﬂ e in |Im-iun;|-|1r|r||:d.rﬁs
amd pﬂd samdals is 2 e ourrd ] 1 quite
Tilee the bea of rhe Raowal Acad ey heing
squarred by a1l these arbns - 1 chink ir's
.:m.:l.:ll:.l a very convenbeng way 1 chink of
the serucouee of this builﬂing,' SaF5 '.I'I'u1r|1-.

*I's sweet, this kdea of the Easy Fnd
uh.lng; noer the West End, 11ike i)' %
wuwropalacademp orp ik



